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JAX-RS 1.1 (Java EE 6) does not provide a client API but the JAX-RS 1.1 reference 
implementation, Jersey 1.x, includes a Jersey Client API. The Jersey Client API was the basis 
for the JAX-RS 2.0 Client API and only minor changes are needed to refactor code between 
the two APIs.
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When calling the put or post methods, the Content-Type, Content-Language, and Content-
Encoding headers will be set automatically.
There are five convenience methods to create Entity objects with common media types: 
html, json, text, xhtml, xml. When creating Entity objects of other types or if you need 
to override the language or encoding, use one of the static entity methods:

• Entity.entity(T entity, MediaType mediaType)

• Entity.entity(T entity, Variant variant)
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For more about Apache’s HttpClient library, see http://hc.apache.org/httpcomponents-client-
ga/.
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The Jersey 1.X Client API provided the basis for the JAX-RS 2 Client API, but there are a 
couple of differences. For more information about transitioning from the Jersey 1.X Client API 
to the JAX-RS 2.0 Client API, see 
https://jersey.java.net/documentation/latest/migration.html#mig-client-api. 
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Drawbacks of the Simple Approach
• Requires explicit matching of URL rewrite rules. To avoid invalid URLs, parameters may 

need to be provided using URL-encoding.
• Requires some awareness of the structure of HTTP messages
• Requires low-level I/O programming
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